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RE: Support for HBI947, which will provide $250,000 to support the ~'~'\\'F~
75th World War II Commemoration

My name is Michael Carr, and I am the President and CEO ofthe USS Missouri Memorial Association.
I am testifying in support of HBI947.

This bill will provide financial support for the activities planned for August29-Sept2, 2020 to honor the
75"‘ anniversary of the End of WWII in Hawaii and to recognize and honor the men and women of the
Greatest Generation who fought in that war for the freedom of not just the United States but for all
freedom loving peoples of the world. This will likely be the last time that we as a nation can do these
veterans this honor because the youngest ones are in the their 90’s.

The USS Missouri, one the US Navy’s most famous ships, is of course where WWII ended for all the
nations of the world on Sept 2, I945 in Tokyo Bay. Now permanently anchored at Pearl Harbor, just
500 yards from the Arizona Memorial where WWII began for the United States, they both represent the
bookends of WWII for Americans. Although she was built for war, the Missouri, within 2 years of her
launching, instead became an intemational symbol of peace and reconciliation- a message we impart to
our visitors every day. In 2019, we welcome almost 600,000 visitors and have welcomed over 9 Million
since we opened in I999.

National legislation was passed last year to lend support of these remembrances both in Hawaii and in
Washington DC, where the end of WWII in Europe will be recognized in May. The National Co-Chairs
and Senators Bob and Elizabeth Dole and in Hawaii the Honorary Chairs are Gov David Ige and ADM
Philip Davidson, the CO of INDO PACOM Command. The Dept of Defense is lending logistical and
material support to all these activities and we expect many high-level leaders from all the countries who
signed the peace document to attend as well.

The programs, events, ceremonies, tributes and exhibits planned will:
~ Highlight the role of Hawaii communities during WWII, collecting stories, artifacts, and oral

histories that can live on in museums, libraries and other sources of learning;
' Embrace Hawaii’s diversity, honoring the role of groups whose impact and contributions to the

war effort during the l940’s and after has been overlooked by history;
' Support community-based initiatives that promote local use of and participation in Hawaii’s

historic treasures;
~ Ensure diverse activities/experiences throughout 2020 and beyond;
- Provide unique and authentic Hawai’i experiences that benefit local communities and strengthen

the quality of the destination expectations;
' Create high level local engagement with visiting populations who also seek to remember, honor,

and participate in the celebration of the end of a global conflict;
~ Strengthen awareness for and the significance of the Battleship Missouri Memorial as a learning

destination for local, national and intemational visitors;
' Engage media through streaming to share the Hawaii events statewide, nationally, and globally.

I urge, along with all the members of the 75'“ Commemoration Committee, your support of this
important initiative.

cul,

Michael A. Carr
President & Chief Executive Officer
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"The USS Missouri Memorial Association is dedicated to preserving the Battleship Missouri and sharing her story and place in history.’
USS Missouri Memorial Association is not supported with government funding. It is a Hawaii-based 501 (c)3 non-profit designated by

the Navy as caretaker of the Battleship Missouri.
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